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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 26-103 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 26-103 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over MacDonald et 
al (U.S. PG Pub No. 2004/0019558) in view of Messing (U.S. Patent No 7,039,805). 

4. As per claims 26, 3 1-34, MacDonald et al teach a method of using a computer system to 
facilitate a real estate transaction comprising receiving real estate transaction information for the 
real estate transaction (such as sale of property, estate financing, insuring property, sale of 
mortgage), outputting a preliminarily compiled at least one form electronic document to be used 
in the real estate transaction, wherein the form is compiled with at least some of the real estate 
transaction information; receiving a digitally scanned image of at least one ancillary document, 
and outputting the at least one ancillary document in conjunction with a finally compiled said 
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preliminary compiled at least one form electronic document integrating a signature into said 
preliminary compiled at least one form electronic document {see figs i, paragraphs 0015, 0031, 
0032, 0033, 0073, 0091-0271). MacDonald et al fail to teach receiving an electronic signature 
indicating approval of the preliminarily compiled at least one form electronic document. 
However, Messing teaches receiving an electronic signature indicating approval of the 
preliminarily compiled at least one form electronic document (see column 2 lines 5-35, 3 line 55- 
4 line 26), Therefore, it would have been to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the MacDonald et al's inventive concept to include Messing's 
invention of receiving an electronic signature indicating approval of the preliminarily compiled 
at least one form electronic document because this would have created a more agile system. 

5. As per claims 27-30 and 35-41, MacDonald et al teach a method wherein the real estate 
transaction information is party information identifying a party (buyer, a seller, a borrower, a 
lender, a mortgage investor) and (the property, financial information such as loan) related to the 
real estate transaction and wherein the signature integrated into the finally compiled at least one 
form document is a handwritten signature {see figs 3, paragraphs 0015, 0031, 0032, 0033, 0073, 
0091-0271). 

6. As per claims 42-103, the disclosed the same inventive concept as claims 26-41 and their 
limitations are fully taught in MacDonald disclosure. Therefore, they are rejected under the same 
rationale. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FIRMIN BACKER whose telephone number is 571-272-6703. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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